WHAT'STHE DIFFERENCE
ACT |
CENE 1

All of the action takes placein the Davis’ nicely
appointed living room containing a couch and coffee table
off center towards stagericht plus asofaand other chairs
towards stage left. The entrance door is Up Stage Left.
Up stageright isthediningareawith atable and chairs
and a buffet. All the other areaslead off the livingroomto
akitchen up stageright and ahallway to bedrooms at up
stage left. Alongstageleft wal isabar and adjoiningit a
curtained window. The place is messy. Empty beer
bottles, gasses. Clothestossed here and there.
Yesterday’s newspaper scattered about. Just plain
messy. HARRY DAVISentersfromthehdlway. He
looksawful. A mess. He sdraggng He'shad arough
night. He crosses to the entrance door, opens it, looks for
anewspaper. It isn't there. Crossesto the kitchen door
and disappears withinit. KAREN, entersfrom the
hallway. Sheis bright and cheery, and iswearingabra
and panties.

KAREN
Harry!
(A few BEATS)

HARRY!
HARRY appears a the kitchen door wearingan gpron.

HARRY
What do you need?

KAREN
| lost an earring.

She starts searching the chair for her earring.

HARRY
Can't help you. I’'m making coffee.



HARRY disappears back into the kitchenand in a
moment returns,
Karen, go get dressed.

KAREN
What’s wrong? | am dressed.

HARRY
Likethat? What if some one comes?

KAREN
You never said any one was coming. It's Sunday .

HARRY
What if they do? It wouldn’t beright to seeyou like that.

KAREN
Why? Don’'t you think | look pretty?

HARRY
That isn’t what | mean. You're beautiful but ...

KAREN
Then what’ s the problem? | feel comfortable here with you. Harry, how long have we
been going together?

HARRY
Almost four months ... but | wouldn’'t say we were*” goingtogether.” M ore like dating
onceinawhile.

KAREN
You've never brought meto your place before. Wedwaysend up a my apartment. |
think after last night we could say we were going together.

HARRY
If it makes you happy.

KAREN
So why are you so worried if someone drops in? Just introduce me asyour grlfriend.
That'sall.

HARRY
That’sit exactly. Someone might show up any minute ... my housekeeper.



KAREN
On Sunday ?

HARRY

Her day off is Saturday and she comes back Sunday. But maybe my mother ... or my
kid.

KAREN
You told me your mother lives in Floridaand you're boy’s has his own place. | stay a
your place one night and you'retryingto get rid of me aready ?

HARRY
No, of course not. | don’'t know ... It’sjust theway | am.

KAREN picks up her jeans from achair and wigges into
them.

KAREN
Wow! And herel thought you were open-minded.

HARRY
| am ... a night. Duringthe day | revert to my other life.

KAREN
You'readentist. What other life can you have?

HARRY
I’m aworrier.

KAREN
Thisis Saturday, Harry. You're not working today .

(KAREN snugges up to him and pecks him
on the cheek. Then picks up her blouse and
putsit on.)

Harry, you' rewelrd.

HARRY
| just don’t want anyone to feel uncomfortable.

KAREN
How sweset of you ... and | understand. You were that way last night.

HARRY stopson theway to thekitchen.



HARRY
| was?
KAREN
You were.
HARRY
Oh....
HARRY exitsto thekitchen.
KAREN

| think you'reshy, Harry. | never would have believed it ... not after last night. 1've got
to find that earring. | can’t go around wearingjust one.

HARRY O.S
Don't worry. If it’sherel’ll find it ... another time.

KAREN getson all foursto look for her shoes.

KAREN
That was alot fun last night.

HARRY returnswith atray and two cups of coffee
which he places on the coffee table. He stopsfor a
moment to admire KAREN'’s derriere.

HARRY
I’m not so surethis morning.

KAREN
You'rekidding. That singer at the club and those people at our table. Believe me, it was
fun. You'reageat host, Harry. It wasnice of you to invitethem over.

HARRY
It won't seem so good when | get my credit card bill. My head hurts aready. Ooohh...
My head ...

KAREN
Do you want meto get somethingfor you? An aspirin or may be an eggwith some
Worstershire sauce. That alwaysworks. It'swhat we used to use at college. Late night
party ... early morningyaahs ... an eggand Worstershire ..



HARRY
Don't, please. I'm very unstable inside.

KAREN
Wasn't that artist funny? | thought I'd peein my pants when hetold that story about
the German and the Russian. ‘I’m not counting chickens. I’m counting egos.’

A SOUND is heard against the door. HARRY crossesto
it, opensit to retrieve the newspaper and crosses back to
the couch. Hetosses it on the coffee table.

HARRY
Finally! Ninethirty?

KAREN gances a the newspaper while using her
compact to apply make-up.

KAREN
You've got to find the earring. It’s an expensive set.

HARRY
(HARRY dances at hiswatch.)
| will, don’t worry. That kid isnever ontime. The paper is supposed to be here by
seven.

KAREN
M ay be he partied last night aso.

HARRY
I’m the one who partied.
(HARRY feds his forehead)
Ohhh ...

KAREN
(Reading from the paper.)
Canyouimagnethat? Thegovernment isgoingto let them drill for oil in Alaska. That’s
awful. Thehalowed gound of Alaska. Untouched, virgnland. They’ll kill dl the polar
bearsand the... meese.

HARRY
What meese? What arey ou talking about?



KAREN
You know, those things with antlers ... mooses. They’ve aready had one mgor disaster
up therewith that oil ship ... now this. You know, | saw a TV documentary recently
where the polar bear population has been reduced almost in half over the last ten years
because of things like oil drillingand people. They’ll destroy everythingup there. All the
natural resources ...

HARRY
| don’t think it’ | be everything. Just afew holes here and there.

KAREN
You've got to bekidding. A few holes? They’regoingto lay miles of huge pipes over
snow that’ s been untouched for centuries ... eons...

HARRY
Have some coffee.

KAREN
You can't be so cavaier about polar bears. They’ll be gone before you know it.

HARRY
Then we' Il go to the zoo.

KAREN continues to look around for her earring.

KAREN
Harry, herewe have anational disaster looming over our heads and you can’'t be serious.
| thought you cared about the environment and animals. When we werein bed last night
you told meyou cared. You promised to become a vegetarian.

HARRY
I will, I will, but not right this minute. I’ ve got other things on my mind.

KAREN
What can be more important than the environment and the survival of our floraand
fauna? | can’t find it.

HARRY
What?

KAREN
My earring.



HARRY
I'll cal you if | find it.
KAREN
Theworld depends oniit. Infact, the world depends on peoplelike usto help it survive.
HARRY
Boy my head isredly bangng | don't know if | cantaketoday. | hope Conk gets here.
KAREN
Who's Conk?
HARRY
| told you -- my house keeper
KAREN
Oh ... what can she do for you that | can’t.?
HARRY.
She can make something that will kill every feelingin my body .
KAREN
That’swhat that egg and Worchestershire does. | told you.
(Sapsthe paper.)
Look at this.
HARRY
Not so loud.
KAREN

Arewe goingto let these politicians do what they want? | think not. We' ve got to stop
them. It’simportant. No! It’simperative! It’s anationa crisis!

HARRY
We're goingto have acrisis here if you don’t get going.

KAREN
Beserious, Harry. Our future, my kids' future depends on it.

HARRY
| couldn’t agreewith you more. | promiseyou we'll gointo al the floraand faunayou
want ... not now ... later ...
(A sudden afterthought.)
Kids? You never said you had kids. How many do you have?



KAREN
Not mine. | don’'t haveany. |I'mnot married. Everybody ese' skids. Thekids I'll
haveinthefuture. A figure of speech.

HARRY
Oh.

KAREN
And remember eating. It’sdl part and parcel of the samething. You can’'t eat meat. No
chicken ... nothingthat’s alive. Vegetables — eggplant, squash, rice beans, pumpkin ... al
of those wonderful vegetables. And fruits. That’swhat you eet.

HARRY
| read somewhere that plants have feelings too.

HARRY hands KAREN her jacket, which she dipson as
he gets her to the door. She puts her back against it to the
door.

KAREN
They don't mindit. Fruit gvesyou vitaminsyou can’'t find anywhere else. Especidly
the one’ swith deep colors ... reds ... deep greens ... The environment and being a
vegetarian go hand-in-hand. You've got to tdl dl of your patients. Promise?

HARRY
Yes, yes, | promise.

KAREN hugs HARRY.

KAREN
| knew you’'d understand but you’ re such aworrier, Harry. M aybetha’swhat | like
about you. You care.

HARRY
| do? | wasn't aware of that.

KAREN
There'sagreat group cominginto the Kong Club tonight 1'd like to see.

HARRY
(Without conviction.)
Sure. Sounds great.



T he kitchen door opens and JULIA stands therein al of
her gory - red and green streaked hair. Rings through her
ears and nostrils. Ruby red, lipstick framed with black.

A punk rocker.
JULIA
Hi.
HARRY
Oh, hi Julia. How y ou doing?
JULIA

Okay. Sorry. I didn't know you were busy .

HARRY
Ah .. duliathisis afriend of mine... KAREN.

JULIA
Hi ...

KAREN
Niceto meet you.

(To HARRY)

You know if JD isback yet?

HARRY
Did you try hiscdl phone?

JULIA

No ... just wanted to see his new bike. | thought maybe he'd come by to show you.

HARRY
His new bike. Another one? Hes got two. How many more does he need?

JULIA
| don't know. Ask him. | guess Conk’s not here.

HARRY
Y ou guessed right.

JULIA
Okay. Just tell her | said hello.
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HARRY
Everythingdl right? Anythingyou need?

JULIA
I’'mcool. Seeyou ... later.

HARRY
Sure... I'll let her know you came by.

JULIA exits. SOUND of back door in kitchen closing

KAREN
Boy, Harry. | didn't know you were into young grls.

HARRY
Don't besilly. She's my housekeeper’s granddaughter. She's like a daughter to me.
Grew up here with my son. Her parents spilt and Conk ended up taking care of her.

KAREN
No kidding. That hopped up kid?

HARRY
She'snot hopped up. She' s perfectly normal. She's just going through a phase.

KAREN
That’sahel of aphase. What’s next? M oon landings?

HARRY
You know how kids are. She'stryingto be an actress and JD ... he loves those damn
motorcycles. | hate those things. I've never forgotten what my own father said to me
when | was akid and wanted one of thosethings. Hesaid ... | ain't ridin' nothin' | have
tohold up toget on. That's pretty much how I feel about it.

KAREN
| guess your son doesn't mind holdinghis up. I'm gad you're not the motorcydetype,
Harry.

HARRY
M e too.

KAREN
| rode oneonce. It was pretty scarey.

The back door isHEARD bangng shut.



HARRY
Listen, you better take off. | have to get organized.

KAREN
Am | goingto seeyou tonight.
HARRY
I'll call you.
HARRY hustles KAREN to the door
CONK enters
CONK
Hi, Doc.
HARRY
Oh ... hi Conk. You're back.
CONK

I'm gad you can tell.
(CONK peersa HARRY)
You don't look too good..

KAREN
Hi. I'm KAREN.

CONK
SQure. I'm Grisdda.

KAREN

No kidding? Great name. | just met your daughter.

CONK
My daughter? You beingfunny or ...?

HARRY
You just missed her.

CONK
| didn't miss anything.

HARRY hustles KAREN to the door.



HARRY
Cdl melater. We'll talk then.

KAREN
(To CONK)
Nice meetingyou
(KAREN kisses HARRY on the cheek.)

G’bye Daddy.
KAREN exts.
CONK
(Shocked)
Daddy? My God you didn't ...
HARRY

No, no, no. She'sjust beng affectionate.

CONK
Then how about Grandpa? M orelikeit don’t you think?

HARRY
Please, | don't need any of that.

CONK

Y ou ought to be ashamed of yourself carrying on with someone as young as that.

HARRY
What young? She'salovely, mature woman ... over twenty-one.

CONK
So'smy granddaughter.

HARRY
What do you take mefor?

CONK

A fifty-year-old man ... twice her age.

HARRY

I'monly forty-eight. Andyou know it. Come on, get with thetimes, Conk. The
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world’'s changed. Ageisn't important anymore. It has no placein areationship among

adults. It what'sinsde, in herethat counts.
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Compatibility ... how well you enjoy lifetogether. That’s what matters. Besides she
sad she's twenty-seven ... dmost twenty-eight.

CONK

Huh ... Wdl, for your sake | hopeyou believe dl that real strong. You better be careful.
HARRY

Why do you say that?
CONK

No reason. Just that you might need Viagraand an attorney before you know it.
CONK crosses to the kitchen.

HARRY
You know, even after dmost twenty years | sometimes get thefedling! don’t know you.
Right now you'rebeing just plain old-fashioned. Catch up to therest of the world, Conk.

CONK
That's what Juliakeeps tellingme.

HARRY
Wéll, she'sright. That ought to tel you something.

CONK
Yeah ... everybody's going nuts.

HARRY
She hit you up again?

CONK
No, for once she came by to tell me she had ajob.

HARRY
No kidding. That’s good.

CONK
Tdl meabout it. A waitress.

HARRY

That's better than nothing. She'sasmart grl. She'll pull it together.

CONK
Yeah ... when she's my age.
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There's abangon the door . CONK crosses to open it
revealing JD wearing biker's clothes, carrying ahelmet and
aback pack.

JD ...

JD
Hiya CONK. | couldn’'t find my keys.

JD enters - drops his back pack against the couch.

CONK
That’snothingnew. My goodness. You look like a man from outer space.

JD
| feel like one. Beenridingfor three hours.

CONK
You poor thing

CONK gves him a hug.
HARRY rushesto him and they hugwarmly.

HARRY
Look at you. All duded up?

JD
Hi, Dad. How’s it going?

CONK is about to close the door when JD stops her.
No ... holdit ... there'ssomeoneéese...

JD opensthe door wider to reveal VALERIE, wearinga
biker's helmet and dragging a back pack behind her. JD
takesthe bagand tossesit next to his. VALERIE
removes her helmet to reveal alovely, but much older
woman.



